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GREEN BUD SPONSOR
Equinox Environmental Products
Scotts Canada (National)

Become an In Bloom Community in 2021

Register Today
SUPPORTERS
Gardens British Columbia
BC Landscape & Nursery Association
BC Recreation & Parks Association Invasive
Species Council of BC

BC COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM
19951 FRASER HIGHWAY
LANGLEY, BC V3A 4E2
(604) 576-6506

www.bccib.ca
Order Dates: ongoing to March 31
Brochure and Order Information
Limited quantities are available, orders will be processed in the order
they are received. Shipping takes place mid to late April.
Liz will contact you for payment and shipping details in early April.
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Water Conservation Tips - About the
Okanagan Xeriscape Association
The vision of the Okanagan Xeriscape Association (OXA) is to
foster a culture where xeric landscapes are the desired and
accepted norm in the Okanagan. Because the Okanagan is a
semi-arid region with a limited sustainable water source,
OXA’s core objective is to encourage water conservation.
Experts predict that climate change and population growth
will only exacerbate water shortages in coming years. With
24% of residential water use in the Okanagan allocated to
the outdoor landscape, there is great potential for water
conservation through the adoption of xeriscape landscaping
principles.
OXA aims to increase use of xeriscape by educating Okanagan residents so they will want to create their own xeric
landscapes throughout their communities. This is being accomplished by providing classes and workshops on xeriscape
landscaping; offering an interactive website that is an accurate and centralized source of xeriscape information; working
closely with local nurseries to create a viable market for xeric plants; and actively promoting the benefits and beauty of
xeriscaping to create environmental awareness.
Volunteers form the board and the backbone of the organization, assisted by several contracted
people: an executive-director, garden manager and administrative assistant/bookkeeper.
Learn more about Xeriscaping: The Seven Principles of Xeriscape - How to Xeriscape | Okanagan
Xeriscape Association

NEWS FROM NATIONAL
Scotts Canada launches 2021 Grants Initiative.
The submission deadline for applications is February 28, 2021, at 11:59
p.m. EST.
Gro for good grants will be awarded as a combination of cash and in-kind
product donation. Projects must be completed in 2021.

APPLY NOW FOR A 2021
GRO FOR GOOD GRANT
ONLINE AT GROFORGOOD.COM

For further details on the Gro for good program, please visit:
groforgood.com
Questions can also be directed to communication@cib-cef.com

Hope is Growing for 2021
Communities in Bloom (CiB), and its partners, are working together to
summon everyone across Canada, and beyond, to create Hope
Gardens for 2021.
CiB is inviting you to join us in planting the seeds of hope in 2021.
Across Canada and beyond, our goal is to see the land awash with
gardens featuring yellow, the international colour of hope. Whether it’s
flowers, fruits, shrubs or vegetables – just plant the seeds! From parks
to playgrounds, front yards, back yards, balconies, baskets, boulevards,
barrels and planters, wherever there’s an empty space to grow, there is
room for a plant. Together we can, and we will, make this happen!
Everyone can take part, including municipalities, organizations, schools, colleges and universities, churches, clubs, businesses
large or small, and individuals can participate by planting a Hope Garden and sharing photos on Facebook and Instagram by
tagging @CibCef and using the hashtag #hopeisgrowing. From there you will become eligible for provincial, national, and
global recognition, for your efforts!
Just as people around the world took up gardening in record numbers in 2020, we expect to see a yellow wash of hope growing
around every corner in 2021. After all, the garden is where Hope is Growing! Stay tuned for more!
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SPRING 2021 PLANT FUNDRAISER FLYER DETAILS
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Vintage Memories – 2005
Communities in Bloom Is More than Just Flowers - A Community’s Success Story
By Daphne Kelly, Past Chair of CiB-City of Langley [National CiB participant from 2001 to 2009]
In the City of Langley, Communities in Bloom is becoming a household phrase. It was only a few years ago that people
would refer to Communities in Bloom as ‘that flower thing’. Our community is now aware that Communities in Bloom is
more than just flowers. People, plants and pride...growing together is what it is all about.
Participating in BC-CiB is an opportunity to build community pride through involvement of the whole
community, from the youngest to the oldest and everyone in between. In Langley City last year, we
embarked on painting the 50 gallon metal drums used as garbage cans throughout the city. Over
50 garbage cans were painted and placed throughout the city at parks, ball diamonds, soccer fields
and along the floodplain trails. The artists included a local ‘Beaver Colony’, several elementary
school classes, a group of teens, and a senior couple in the mid 80’s! The colourful cans have
brightened the areas they grace, served a very useful purpose, created an interest in that people try
to see how many of the cans they can locate. The result of the garbage can painting has grown
and our first mural was painted on a park pump house – a building that was constantly tagged with
graffiti. To date none of the garbage cans or the pump house has been tagged.
The business community has become involved in various initiatives. When the Langley Field Naturalists needed new
tents in which to raise the beetles used to control the Purple Loosestrife that was taking over a local pond it was
Canadian Tire who came to the rescue. Not only did the owners of our local Canadian Tire Store donate money to
purchase the tents, their staff also helped rear and release the beetles into the infected area of the pond. In 2004 the
City of Langley received special mention for the Purple
Loosestrife Management Project. The Garden of the Week
project was introduced last year – members of the CIB
committee chose a different residential, business or
commercial building’s garden each week from June to
September. The recipient received a certificate of
recognition and a sign which they kept in their garden for
the duration. The local newspaper printed a Garden of the
Week ad each month with the four recipients and their
addresses. It wasn’t long until members of the community
were calling us to see how they could get their garden
recognized!
These are just a few of the ways your community can
become involved. The signage at the entrance to your town
or city, and the information at your Tourist Bureau or
Chamber of Commerce will alert travelers that you are a CIB
community – you can be assured they will stop and check
you out.

From the Provincial Awards hosted in
Kamloops – Shirley Fowler receiving
Armstrong’s first ever 5-Bloom certificate
in 2005.
Left to right: Shirley; BC CiB Chair, Randy
Greenizan; BC CiB Coordinator,
Catherine Kennedy; and BC CiB sponsor
Urban System’s Tony Bradwell.
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