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Students build
benches to beautify
community
Original article by Lachlan Labere
The handiwork of Eagle River
Secondary students will be put to
good use as part of a community
beautification project.
For the past six weeks, ERS students enrolled in the Okanagan
College Gateway to Trades program, being conducted at the school, have been putting
their skills to use by building park benches. The park bench project came about as a
request from Sicamous’ Communities in Bloom committee. Okanagan College instructor Greg Wirachowsky said the students were looking for projects and this fit like a
glove.
“I was approached by Kathy Keam, who is a bus driver here, but she’s also a part of
Communities in Bloom, and she was wondering if we’d be able to build some park
benches for placement around the town,” said Wirachowsky. “It’s pretty much specifically for the seniors who get out and walk, but is for everyone’s use.”
Students got to choose their own bench designs and were required to provide a materials list for Wirachowsky’s approval. Materials were provided through Communities in
Bloom, donated by the community. “I believe one of the councillors for the District of
Sicamous donated the steel… Irly (Parkland) Building Supplies donated the hardware
and the lumber,” said Wirachowsky.
Asked if there was any competitiveness among students in the project, Wirachowsky
said a little, but not much. However, it was an opportunity for students with some
trades experience to further advance those skills. “The kids, for instance, Ryan Spelay
has, we call it the flagship for the class,” said Wirachowsky. “The class voted whose
bench they’d like to see go forward to any town celebration of Canada 150, and they
all chose Ryan’s for that. Ryan had access to these big slabs of lumber, his dad works
at a sawmill, so Ryan was on it pretty much right away.
“Everybody else had a welding component, we had to go through a bit of a welding
demonstration and practice before they could do it. However, Gage Golling… welding
wasn’t new to him at all. He just dove into it and did a really good job.”
Working on welds to their benches, students Logan Phillips and Noah Gathergood
called the Gateway program awesome, giving them exposure to a wide range of trades
including carpentry, joinery, welding, plumbing and electrical.

Suite 102 – 19289 Langley Bypass,
Surrey, BC V3S 6K1 (604) 576-6506

The benches are near complete and will be provided to the District of Sicamous for
placement in the community. Before they go out, students will be marking their names
on their respective benches – something that appeals to Gathergood.

www.bccib.ca

“I think that’s pretty sweet,” said Gathergood. “When we come back in however many
years, that’s still going to be there. I kind of like that part.”

Friend us on Facebook

Communities in Bloom chair Deb Heap is excited by the project and the opportunity it
provided to involve Sicamous students.
“A feature project that involves the youth of the community, filling a real need in the
community – we are really lacking street furniture. How great is that?” said Heap.
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COMMUNITY SHOWCASE

CLINTON
PIONEER
CEMETERY
Joseph Smith, an early
settler in the area, donated
a grassy knoll at the northeast end of Clinton to “the
pioneers of Clinton” to be
used as a cemetery. The
first burial took place in 1861.
A number of volunteer groups (most recently the ‘Friends of
the Cemetery”) looked after the property, but now Village of
Clinton public works staff care for the grounds.
In 2015, the Clinton CiB Committee had an arborist conduct
a tree pruning workshop at the cemetery. Museum volunteers are mapping and writing the history of the site.
Clinton Pioneer Cemetery is located
at 7456 Cariboo Hwy. 97, Clinton, BC
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CANWEST
REG NOW
OPEN
Want to register
before heading
out on Holidays?
Easily purchase your
passes through
CanWest's online
registration.

Seminar Early
Bird Deadline is
September 9th

Register for the
BC CiB Provincial
Awards Dinner
on the CanWest
website also.
First page requires
identification as a
CiB Member to
receive special
privileges.
All CiB Provincial,
National and International participants
are eligible for this
discount.
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THE CANWEST EDUCATION PROGRAM IS NOW AVAILABLE
Be one of the first people to view the workshops and sessions
offered at CanWest.
Offering our largest Education Program yet, it’s easy to find the sessions that
pertain to your business. From Full Day Workshops to an assortment of
90-Minute Sessions, choose from over 20 different topics.
View the full program at CanWestHortExpo.com

MEET YOUR
SPEAKERS
CanWest is hosting a number
of experienced speakers to
inform you about today's
hottest topics.
To view the full Speaker line up
visit CanWestHortExpo.com

CANWEST SPONSORS

3rd prize winner:
Wayne Robert on
left with
BC CiB Director
Edward Stanford
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