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Former councillor’s legacy written on the hearts
of Sooke residents

how effective she was in getting people to work together
toward the common goal of promoting the arts in Sooke.

Sooke is a ‘more beautiful place’
thanks to Brenda Parkinson

“Part of how she managed to do that was just how genuine
she was,” Milne said.
“She was a tremendous supporter of the performing arts, the
music, visual art … all of it,” said Linda Gordon of the Sooke
Art Council.

By Tim Collins

“Her enthusiasm and belief that Sooke could be a more
beautiful place that promoted the arts was infectious and
those beliefs will live on long after her passing.”

Brenda Parkinson’s death was a significant loss to the
community, but the legacy she left behind will live on for
years to come.

Lee Boyko, the executive
director of the Sooke
Region Museum, said
Parkinson’s legacy
comes as a result of her
boundless energy.

Parkinson, a Sooke district
counsellor, died of cancer
on June 28. She was 63.
Parkinson’s love for the
arts was demonstrated
through her years of
advocacy work in Sooke.

“She just made things
happen and has inspired
others in the community
to take the same
approach to beautify the
community and bring the
arts alive in any number
of ways.

“If there is one thing I think
we’ll always remember
Brenda for is how she
made Sooke a more
beautiful place,” said
former mayor Wendal
Milne.

But Mayor Maja Tait said
beyond Parkinson’s
impact on the arts
community, she
undoubtedly left another
legacy behind.

“She was very proud of her
community and her
objective was always to
beautify Sooke. She was
responsible for the artwork
on electrical boxes and
bus shelters and when
Communities in Bloom
came around, she took a
leading role. It was just
natural for her to take it
on.”

“I think she’ll be
remembered for how she
inspired others, not just
in the arts, but in life,”
Tait said.
“She supported young
artists and children and
urged them to pursue
their dreams. She would
tell them to follow your
dreams and ideas and
demonstrated that in her
own life.”

The Communities in Bloom
program was a point of
particular pride for
Parkinson and in 2014
when the community won
its first five-bloom award,
she was effusive about her
pride in the community.

That positive,
inspirational approach
carried over to her role as a marriage commissioner, Tait
said.

“For Sooke, it shows we’ve done something. And it’s great
that we have all the businesses participating,” she said at the
time.

“I remember how one couple was set to be married and the
weather was just horrible. There was such a storm and the
bride was so disappointed,” Tait said.

Parkinson managed to sustain that level of pride in the
hearts of Sooke, and the Communities in Bloom organization
awarded the community another five-bloom award in 2018.

“Brenda went to the bride and told her that there was never a
bad day to get married and that she should ‘laugh in the wind
and dance in the rain.’ I’m sure that’s a bit of advice that the
bride still remembers. It’s a legacy I’d be proud of.”

Milne said it was Parkinson’s skill in inspiring others to work
together to make Sooke a more beautiful community that will
be an important part of how she’s remembered.
He recalled how Parkinson was chosen to bring together the
disparate factions of the community’s arts community and
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LUMBY BIKE PARK
INITIATIVE
The Village of Lumby, the Lumby & District
Chamber of Commerce, the Monashee
Community Forest, the Regional District North
Okanagan and community members are
working together to create a bike park for the
residents of the Village of Lumby, Electoral
Areas D & E and visitors.
As per the initial community meeting, the goal
is that the bike park will be a compilation of a
pump track, a BMX track and a skills track so
will be attractive for all age groups and all skill
levels such as children, families, bike
enthusiasts, racers and those wanting to
improve their bike performance.
The property that will be used will be a portion
of the 84 acres purchased by the Village of
Lumby in 2017 at the entrance to Lumby.
Attached is a picture of the property owned by
the Village of Lumby. The bike park is being considered in the northwestern portion of the property.
A few concept pictures of the possible project and the initial community open house are also included. This initiative is a five to
seven-year project that will start with the installation of a pump track and move into the other tracks as time and money allows.
There is incredible community support for this multi-use family recreational facility, so it may become a reality sooner than
expected.
Bike Park
concept
pictures
from UBCO
students
Capstone
Project
report

June 27, 2019 Bike Park
Community Open House
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TEAM WORK IN
DOWNTOWN MISSION
The enhanced look and feel of downtown Mission has
come about through all the necessary components,
including visioning, public consultation, and
acknowledgement of physical limitations.
The compact city core was given new life and vibrancy with
a major four-block facelift. New landscaping and numerous
installed features have stimulated neighbourly pride
among the area’s merchants and drawn many more
visitors and regular shoppers into the downtown zones.
Attractiveness is maintained through community
engagement and cooperation involving District of Mission,
the downtown merchants’ association (DBA), and
volunteers from five different community groups —
including Mission CiB’s Community Outreach leadership,
which has recently spearheaded multi-group partnering
initiatives for downtown tidy-up parties.
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