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IN THIS ISSUE: 

• 2018 Registered Participants 

• BC CiB Workshop and Volunteer Bios 

• Win Some SEED MONEY Cash Raffle 

• Urbanscape Self Watering Planter Offer  

• Save the Date for Awards & Conference 

• Gardens BC  

 

GOLD SPONSORS: 

   

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

 V.I.P. Soap Products 

 

GREEN BUD SPONSOR 

Home Hardware (National) 

 

DONATION 

Kalawsky Chevrolet 

 

2018 COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIPS 

City of Burnaby • City of Coquitlam  

District of Mission • City of Castlegar 

City of Armstrong • Village of Clinton  

  

SUPPORTERS  

Gardens British Columbia 

Bylands Nurseries 

Invasive Species Council of BC 

BC Landscape & Nursery Association  

BC Recreation & Parks Association 

Sandman Hotel Group 

 

BC Communities in Bloom 

Suite 102 – 19289 Langley Bypass,  

Surrey, BC V3S 6K1 (604) 576-6506 

 

www.bccib.ca 

 

What makes ‘in Bloom’ 

Communities Special? 
From remote wilderness areas to bustling tourist havens, Communities in Bloom 

participants will celebrate their unique geography, history and horticultural 

assets by participating in this year’s evaluation program. In mid-July five pairs of 

BC Communities in Bloom (BC CiB) judges will travel far & wide to meet with 

citizens who are eager to present their hometown’s best qualities.  

First time participants will enhance their community’s liveability through their 

tidiness efforts, environmental actions, heritage conservation, urban forestry, 

landscaped areas and floral displays. And for the experienced, reaching the 4 

and 5-bloom mark provides the impetus for further recognition and 

accomplishments. 

Each community will receive an evaluation report that provides a benchmark of 

success and a bloom rating that is promoted as a symbol of excellence within 

the province, across Canada and to the rest of the world. 

Good luck to all British Columbian ‘in Bloom’ communities participating in the 

provincial edition and to those competing in the national finals, they are all 

winners for connecting and engaging their commUnity pride. 

 

Registered communities in the 2018 Provincial Edition evaluation program: 

1. Sicamous 

2. Lumby 

3. Sooke 

4. Abbotsford 

5. Hope 

6. Clinton 

7. Cache Creek* 

8. Whitehorse 

9. Chetwynd (NE)* 

10. Kent (NE)* 

11. Salmo (NE)* 

National Finalists 

12. Ashcroft 

13. Castlegar* 

14. Coquitlam* 

15. Trail 

*Community Showcase  

16. Mission 

17. Armstrong 

18. Burnaby 

 

SUBMIT A COMMUNITY SHOWCASE PROJECT BEFORE JULY 31 

 

 

 

http://www.bccib.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/cibbc
https://twitter.com/CommunInBloomBC
https://www.bccib.ca/showcase-project-entry-form.html
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BC CiB Workshop April 21 

Every year we conduct a workshop to focus on important topics and program updates. It is a terrific opportunity to learn 

something new, whether it is expectations for evaluation touring, report writing or invasive pests. 

We also took this time to fine tune our Strategic Plan. Work will begin on a marketing/business plan in the coming months. 

Being well represented from all areas of the province is one of the best features of our organization and this face to face time 

provides valuable input to all elements of our program. Fresh ideas always sprout from this very productive day! 

 

Volunteer Biographies 

Our BC Communities in Bloom program would not be 

possible without the talented group of volunteer judges & 

directors who represent the province. With a variety of 

horticultural backgrounds or experience in their own 

community’s CiB program, our judges bring a wealth of 

knowledge to your community.  

Yvette May, Retired Nurse – Clinton 

Yvette enjoys gardening and is a passionate supporter of 

Clinton’s CiB community improvement efforts. Yvette is our 

current BC CiB Chairperson. Clinton with help from Cache 

Creek, will be our awards and conference host this year. 

Darlene Kalawsky, Business Owner – Castlegar 

Darlene Kalawsky is VP of the Kalawsky Automotive Group. 

She has been involved with Castlegar CIB program since 

2006, and passionately supports the changes that CIB 

makes in communities across Canada. She was a founding 

member of the Sculpture Walk program which was named 

Sculptural Capital of Canada!  

Teresa Williams, Retired Teacher– Hope 

Teresa has been an enthusiastic participant of Hope’s CiB 

efforts since 2006. She has worked with Agriculture in the 

Classroom promoting their programs and volunteers at the 

Hope Community Garden. She is the co-chair of the Hope 

Garden Club and a Director on the BC CiB Board. 

Bruce Hobin, Retired Professional Agrologist - Osoyoos  

Bruce is an experienced CiB judge from Ontario and 

Saskatchewan who now lives in Osoyoos. He was the Director 

of the Agriculture, Food and Horticulture Program including 

the Saskatchewan Master Gardener Program with the 

Extension Division, U of Saskatchewan. Bruce also operated 

an agriculture training and rural/community leadership 

consulting firm in Ontario. He joins us a director and judge. 

Top row L to R: Floortje Molenaar, Peter Crawshaw, Kathleen Reinheimer, Bruce Hobin, Shirley Fowler, Vania 

Bowman, Edward Stanford. Seated L to R: Bert Pulles, Teresa Williams, Catherine Dale and Yvette May. 
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Floortje Molenaar – Inventory coordinator Bylands Nurseries 

– Peachland 

Floortje moved to Canada from the Netherlands in 2006. She 

has worked for a landscape contractor, municipal parks 

department and the promotion organization for the Dutch 

Nursery Stock Industry (PPH). While working for Plant 

Publicity Holland she was involved with Entente Florale, the 

Dutch and European equivalent of Communities in Bloom. 

She has a Bachelor of Science degree in Landscape 

Architecture and Environmental Management with a major in 

landscape management. 

Vania Bowman, Horticulture and Arboriculture Technician 

White Rock - Surrey  

Vania has been in Horticulture all her life and loved it so 

much she decided to make a career out of it. She has over 

15 years’ experience working in various areas including 

nursery production, interior plant-scaping, arboriculture and 

landscape management. In conjunction to her experience 

she has a Diploma in Arboriculture and Landscape 

management. She has worked and studied in Boston MA at 

the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University. 

Shirley Fowler, City Councillor – Armstrong 

Shirley was the Landscape Gardener for the City of Armstrong 

and helped the local CiB committee win both the Provincial 

and National titles.  She is currently serving her 4th term as 

City Councillor, is a Board Member with the Regional District 

of the North Okanagan and a passionate member of the 

Armstrong Rotary Club. She is our Treasurer & Judge 

Coordinator. 

Bert Pulles, Business Owner & local CiB chair – Mission 

Bert was a landscape gardener for 9 years, worked for the 

next 30 years in different companies from production 

foreman to plant manager. He started his own Mole Control 

business making, using and marketing the "Mole Buster" for 

the last 25 years. He has been a Chamber of Commerce 

Director for 3 years and is totally involved with CiB in Mission. 

Kathleen Reinheimer, Parks Manager - Maple Ridge 

Kathleen is a Parks Manager for the City of Coquitlam We 

value her extensive parks experience and her many years as 

a provincial judge and chair of BC CiB. She has joined us 

back on the provincial board.  

Edward Stanford, Urban Planning Consultant – Fort St John 

Edward is a municipal government consultant specializing in 

urban design, governance and community planning. Edward 

has been involved in the local Fort St John Communities in 

Bloom committee since 2000 and a BC CiB board member 

since 2012. 

Ali Double, Business Owner – Langley 

Alison has been ‘In Bloom’ since 2004. She has participated 

in the Bloom competition in the UK; being Lead Coordinator 

for her town’s entry into the competition and as a regional 

judge to evaluate other entries. Since her move to BC in 

2010 she has judged for BC CiB, served as a Board Member 

as well worked in horticulture. 

Peter Crawshaw, Retired Parks and Facilities 

Superintendent– Nanoose Bay 

Peter retired from the City of Parksville in 2013. He has been 

involved in CiB since 2004. Peter and his wife Corrie spend 

part of their gardening time growing and selling plants to help 

support a clinical mission in Malawi, Africa.  

Catherine Dale, Horticulturist – Vancouver 

Catherine is a horticulture instructor at Burnaby School 

District, Langara College, Gaia College and other institutions 

and groups in the Lower Mainland.  She credits the local 

Toastmasters for helping find ‘my voice’, along with 

experience developing evaluation skills. She is also a 

community garden advocate having worked for BC Housing in 

the past to establish community gardens, to provide 

horticultural therapy for seniors and employment skills for 

youth. 

Catherine Kennedy, Executive Director - Surrey  

Catherine has been involved with the provincial CiB program 

on a part-time contract since 2004. Her education and work 

experience in Graphic Design and Horticulture/Landscape 

Design all have helped in in the day to day coordination of 

this amazing community enhancement program. 

 

North, South, East and West, CiB is well 

represented – Thank You all! 

 
Save the Date: September 14 and 15, 2018 

 

The Village of Clinton, Clinton CiB and Cache Creek Beautification Society are banding together to 

create a full conference and awards weekend showcasing community resilience. More details tbc.
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Tickets also available from BC CiB Directors and Judges in your area 

ORDER DEADLINE – JULY 31 OR WHILE QUANTITIES LAST 
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Urbanscape Self-Watering Planters  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

This is a fundraiser for the  
BC Communities in Bloom 

not-for-profit society 

For every order by a  
recognized BC CIB community member  
of $1000 or more, the BC CIB Program  

will receive 15%. 

For planter styles  
and more information: 

 www.urbanscapeplanters.com  
 

Upcoming Events: 

- Registered Participants send a photo for the BC CIB Website 

update ASAP.  

- Also, To Do Info Package due ASAP  

- National Communities in Bloom Grants, Events, Contests 

- Garden Days June 16-24 – Register your events 

- Provincial Awards & Conference - September 14-16 Clinton 

- CanWest Hort Expo - September 26-27 Abbotsford 

- National Symposium & Awards – Sept. 26-29 Strathcona, AB 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Register your  
Garden Days Activities 

June 16-24  
 

Garden Day Declaration for your 
Community 

http://www.urbanscapeplanters.com/
http://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/program/grants-contests/
http://gardendays.ca/
http://gardendays.ca/
http://gardendays.ca/
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BC Communities in Bloom with help from the National CiB organization, is a 

proud member of Gardens British Columbia and the BC Garden Tourism 

Coalition. National and Provincial Communities in Bloom participants receive 

recognition through our respective websites. 

Gardens BC is a non-profit organization formed in 2008 to promote garden 

tourism throughout the province. Their goal is to tap into tourism trends and 

grow visitation to member gardens, and to increase public awareness of 

gardening in general. 

They are working to bring as many gardens and garden attractions together as 

they can. Possible categories: Botanic, Public, Show, Arboretum, University, 

Historic House/Heritage Landscape, Attraction, Community/Urban 

Agriculture/Food, Municipal Park, and destination Garden Centres. 

Gardens BC offers its members the ability to cluster and pool resources (think 

leveraged dollars!) for the purposes of joint promotion and marketing. More 

specifically, membership provides: 

· A profile and presence on gardensbc.com – the only website of its kind 

promoting the full range of garden experiences visitors can have in BC.  

· Website and social media presence will be scaled to membership level. 

· Connection to national initiatives to promote gardens and garden tourism.  

· Reach into foreign markets, particularly in Asia, thanks to the overseas 

efforts of staff from member gardens like Butchart Gardens and the 

Butterfly Gardens in Victoria. 

· Exposure to the latest data and trends in tourism and garden tourism. 

· Help to broaden the scope of garden centres. It helps move the perception 

of garden stores from retail entities to visitor destinations. 

Two membership levels that may be of interest to smaller communities with 

exceptional municipal parks, heritage properties or local gardens: 

· Partner Garden Membership is $75 per year 

This honorary level provides a linked listing with contact information on the 

gardensbc.com website and social media. 

· Listed Garden Membership is free on gardensbc.com. Name only on 

website with limited social media or when possible. Creates an opportunity 

to be aware of future GardensBC events. 

More information about all the membership benefits and levels at: 

www.gardensbc.com  

Featured Membership Gardens:  

Butchart Gardens, Minter Country Garden Store, VanDusen 

Botanical Garden, Victoria Butterfly Gardens, Milner Gardens & 

Woodland, Hatley Park National Historic Site,  

Horticulture Centre of the Pacific, Tofino Botanical Gardens, UBC 

Botanical Garden, Nitobe Memorial Garden, Tulips of the Valley and 

BC Communities in Bloom! 

City of Abbotsford 

District of Lumby 

This is one of the reasons  

the BC CiB office needs  

your photo to 

profile your community as 

part of this garden network. 

District of Sooke 

http://www.gardensbc.com/

