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The winter solstice passes, the sun climbs higher and primulas arrive in grocery stores.
Seed catalogues are coming out for farmers and gardeners everywhere. Plant
nurseries are setting up seed displays along with planting trays and grow lights.
Spring is on its way.
So is Communities in Bloom (CiB). CiB is one of the most effective community-based
programs that improves the natural environment and quality of life in Canada. It took
root in Canada in 1995 and since that time hundreds of communities in Canada have
participated, but many more could reap its benefits.
Look at the City of Kamloops as an example. It launched into CiB in 2000. At that time
there was no provincial CiB, so it jumped into the national program by partnering with
the City of Medicine Hat in AB. Annually, the band of community volunteers,
organizations, businesses and the City of Kamloops mobilized to participate in
initiatives that improved environmental action, heritage conservation, urban forestry,
tidiness, community involvement, floral displays, and landscaped areas. Year over year
with the enthusiasm, dedication and good old hard work of volunteers, organizations
and businesses joined together to strive to make the city the best place to live, work
and play. In 2005 the City of Kamloops was rewarded by being named the best city in
the population category of over 50,000. But it did not stop there, it went on to
participate in the International CiB championship and was rewarded with that
distinction in 2007. And it retained the 5-bloom distinction for years to follow.
The long-term effects continue today.
The community has one of the most effective adopt a road programs to keep City
arterials roads free of litter anywhere. Dozens of volunteer groups annually clean
streets in partnership with the City of Kamloops.
According to a recently retired City Councillor there are so many people willing to
volunteer in Kamloops that there are often waiting lists to help out with large
events. She goes on to state that there are more volunteers per capita than in any city
in the entire country.
Curbside recycling was on the radar of the City in 2000 and with the gentle nudging of
CiB judges, curbside recycling is now an integral part of their services.
Annually, floral displays in Kamloops continue to be one of the most striking public art
pieces enjoyed by locals and visitors alike. The parks staff chose the colours and
choice of flowers to keep the hundreds of beds exciting each year.
In 2000 the Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture sought the advice of the CiB
judges on how to close a highly used stadium to upgrade the facility. Fast forward to
2018 when the City of Kamloops was the winner of an international “field of the year”
award from the Sports Turf Managers Association (STMA) for Norbrock Stadium.
Join Communities in Bloom and reap the rewards. Communities small and large can
increase their community liveability capital by becoming involved in CiB in BC. And
have a whole lot of fun doing the work and realizing the many benefits. Register Today!
Submitted by S. Culver a former City Councillor and CiB Judge from Kamloops
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Inspiring Civic and Citizen Involvement
CiB is a Recipe for Success!
BC Communities in Bloom is the catalyst to inventory assets and
create awareness for Municipal Staff, Business Leaders, Service Clubs
and Individuals who want to see their town achieve its full potential.

RESPONSIBILITIES
Participating communities develop their own organizing committee to:
• Generate awareness & enthusiasm by involving citizens of all ages;
• Promote beautification and tidiness initiatives within community;
• Create awareness for long-term heritage and environmental plans;
• Arrange for, and host BC CiB judges on evaluation day.

BENEFITS
People and businesses want to be associated with an attractive
looking community, which is particularly important with respect to
potential residents, visitors, investors and others. It also:
• Ignites Community Energy
• Promotes Tidiness & Beautification in Residential/Business Areas
• Networks Various Organizations for a Common Good
• Encourages Excellence in Environmental Initiatives
• Friendly Competition provides Focus & Deadline for Projects
• Judge’s Report is a Cost-Effective Measurement of Success

REGISTRATION FEES
are based on a community’s
population size and are very
reasonable. These population groups
ensure fairness with respect to your
availability of people and resources.
POPULATION CATEGORIES
1 – 1000,
1001 – 2000,
2001 – 5000,
5001 – 10,000,
10,001 – 20,000,
20,001 – 50,000,
50,001 – 100,000,
100,001 – 300,000
300,000+ Direct to National

PARTICIPATION OPTIONS
EVALUATED:
Provincial Edition, Novice First Year,
Mentor (Experienced with New)
NON-EVALUATED: (½ fee)
Friends
Showcase
MEMBERSHIP:
Individual, Community or Corporate
Please see our REGISTRATION FORM
for FEES & other requirements at

www.bccib.ca

MAXIMIZE YOUR EFFORTS
It is amazing what can be accomplished with citizens who are being
motivated by obvious visual changes in their community. Starting with
simple objectives, participants plan future projects to capitalize on the
best use of available resources. The Evaluation process helps create
focus and provides feedback for these efforts.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:

MARCH 31
Need more information, contact
Catherine Kennedy, Executive Director
at: (604) 576-6506 or
Email c.kennedy@telus.net

BC Communities in Bloom provides the framework for Enhancing Community Liveability
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IN CLINTON
Just over 100 Clinton residents chose to ‘hang a string or three of lights’ to help celebrate Christmas 2018.
Sincere thanks from Communities in Bloom to everyone who participated.
Judges toured the village the evening of Wednesday, December 19. So many spectacular displays! Evaluation
criteria included curb appeal, storyline or theme, creativity, display, and overall presentation.
Shown above: Commercial Winner: Bubbles' Blossom Design - Jessica Lawrence- white lights, almost a Victorian
theme, very appropriate for the house. Great curb appeal looks great from both streets.
Clinton Decorate-a -Tree Event 2018 Winner shown below– Clinton Ambulance Service. A splendid team effort.
Special mention - Home Building Centre – they went out and found their own tree, they decorated it with, very
appropriately, hardware items! Well done!
Thanks to the organizations and
businesses who participated in
our first annual Clinton
Community Forest/Communities
in Bloom Decorate-a -Tree event.
The challenge was to help make
Clinton look festive.
And it worked. Residents and
travelers alike have expressed
appreciation of our small-town
Christmas spirit.
Good show all. Now it’s time to
start planning for next year.
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NEWS FROM NATIONAL
Scotts Canada Ltd is preparing to launch the 2019 Gro for good community and green spaces gardens grants.
There will be 6 grants of $2,500 with one of the recipients receiving an additional amount of $2,500 through a
social media campaign.
Stay tuned as the announcement should be done in the following weeks.
For inspiration and to prepare for your 2019 application, please visit our website on the Grants / Contests /
Promotions page to view the 2018 GRO1000 video. https://www.communitiesinbloom.ca/gro1000-canada/

INVITE FROM MISSION
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Find out more information about the discounts and rewards for Communities in Bloom Participants at www.eqnx.biz
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